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Assistent Director for Ope rations 14 November 1946 


Chief, Interdepartinental Goordinating md 
Planning “taff 


Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the Preas 


References & Enclosures 
Letter to DCE dated Oct, 25, 1946 from Editor, Nashington Post 
DF to DCF dated 31/10 from Asst. Dir. for Operations 
Memo dated 7 Nov., 1946 from Asst. Dir, ORRE to TcAPS 
Memo dated 6 Nov., 1946 from Asst. Dlr. OM to ICAP 


1, Your D/P on subject with enclosures and the oomuents of ORE md 
QCD are retumed herewith, 


2 it ia the oonsidered opinion of ICAPS thatthe distribution of FBIS 
Daily Reports to the Preas should be made by the presa sections of the government 
departments currently recipients of this service, with thn following stipulations: 


a Dietribution to the press will be limited to individually s elected 
items of primary interest to sachdepartment, The selection of tho itema will be 
the responsibility of each department, and should reflect the interests of thet 
department and of the United States Government, 


b. ‘Carte blanche agreements to deliver the entire contents of the 
Daily Reports should not be authorised, 


&- Hech department should be cautioned azainst sudden and nointed 
emphasis on eny subjects which mir¢ht draw wdesirable attention to United States 
trends in polioy, 


d. To avoid oriticiam on grounds of discrimination released items 
should be made availabe on a parity request basis to all responsible press 
representatives, 


3, It is believed that by the above recomended procedure the prega 


may be serviced without the undesirable publicity features of direst c1G participation, 
end with security features adequately safecuarded, 


EWrbhr 
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Office Memorandum + owntrep states GOVERNMENT 


: cf 
TO + Chief, ICAPS DATE: 6 November 1946 
FROM ; Assistant Director, OCD 


SUBJECT: Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the Press 


1. The Office of Collection and Dissemination has studied the recommendations 
of Director for Operations on the subject of FBIS reports to the press, and comments 
as follows: 


a. Screened service to the press. If the service to the press is to be 
resumed, it is believed that any screening of recipients cannot be effected, as 
proposed in par. 4 of the attached memorandum, without running the risk of opening 
this organization to criticism on the grounds of preferential treatment. The service 


must be open to all comers or to none at all. As an example, if the Daily Worker 
and PON. should find cat that FBIS reports were made available, free of charge, to 
some 75 other newspapers and that-the Daily Worker and P.M. had been excluded from 
the distribution, these two newspapers might well launch a violent eampaign on the 
subject of discriminatory treatment of the press which might focus the attention of 
unfriendly interests upon this orgenization. 


b. &£ c 2 It is understood 
through conversations with ORE that a number of universities who were former recipients 
are also interested in having service to them reestablished. They algo will become 
very resentful toward CIG as soon as they learn that a selected press is receiving it. 
Again the service must be open to all comers or none at all. ORE would probably like 
to comment on this part. 


c. Security. It is believed that the resumption of procedures whereby the 
press was furnished copies of the Daily FBIS reports could still be objected to on 
security grounds in view of the fact that furnishing such reports (which would have 
to be downgraded to unclassified) could indicate to its recipients the coverage 
capabilities of this organization with respect to monitoring of foreign broadcasts. 
Although this objection is not particularly serious, it nevertheless runs counter to 
the policy of the Director of Central Intelligence that the organization and opera- 

tional capabilities of the Central Intelligence Group must not be divulged except 
when necessary in the conduct of official business with accredited agencies or 
individuals. X 


2. OCD concurs in the substence of General Sibert's recommendation to broaden 
the service of FBIS, subject to the proviso that screening should be only for the 
purpose of eliminating duplication. 


25X1 
Captain, U. S. N. 


Assistant Director for 
Collection and Dissemination 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 
Washington 4, D.C, 


Herbert Elliston,Editr 


October 25, 1946 


General Hoyt 8. Vandenberg, Director 
Central Intelligence Group 
New War Department Building 
Washington 25, D, C, 
Dear Sirs 
H,s the new set-up in the Central Intel- 
ligence Group made any difference in your policy 
with regard to sending the Daily Report to the press? 
If it has, I should very much like to ree 
peat my request for these very useful reports. If 
we can receive them, they should be addressed to: 
Miss Susan Oulahan 
Editorial Department 
The Washington Post 
Washington 4, D. C. 


Thanking you in mticipation, 
Yours sincerely, 


/s/ 


Hefvert Elliston 


on be 
Approved For Release 2003/09/02 - CMP 9R01731R0034001 10036-8 


é! 


Approved For Relaase 2003/09/02 : FENTAC 10036-8 
CONHID 


7 November 1946 


MEMORANDUM T0: Chief, ICAPS 


SUBJECT : Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the 
Press 


1. ORE believes that it is advisable to modify the present 
policy of suppression of FBIS reports to the end that legitimete 
requests for these reports may be accommodated when received from 
newspapers, press associations, special press correspondents, 
collegiate institutions, and other organizations or individuals 
of like nature in the United States. This is in general agreement 
with the proposal from the Office of Operations, Section 4, and 
the recommendations in Section 5. 


2. ORE, however, concurs with the suggestion from the Office 
of Collection and Dissemination that attemoted sereening of appli- 
cants would be unwise and would be difficult of justification and 
practical application. 


3. The Assistant Director for Collection and Dissemination 
has voiced a possible objection (accompanying memorandwm, l-c, 
Security) on security grounds, namely, that furnishing such reports 
might indicste coverage capabilities with reference to the capacity 
of CIG for monitoring foreign broadeasts. An objection along similar 
lines might be that since transcriptions of broadcasts by FBIS are 
along selected lines, a study thereof could conceivably indicate the 
trends of CIG interests and investigations. The Assistant Director 
for Collection and Dissemination points out that objections of this 
nature do not appear particularly serious, and in this opinion ORE 
concurs. 


4. The cuestion also arises whether CIG, by its very nature, 
should engage in publicity arrangements of any kind and whether 
dissemination of FBIS material to public agencies should not better ‘ 
be effected through some such agency as the Information Division of “ 
the State Department. 


5. In general, ORE believes that if FBIS remains wmder CIG con- 
trol, CIG interests would be well served by the proposed concession 


to such influential organs as The Washington Post and other important 
agencies or individuals who might be served. 


25X1 


25X1 


Assigtant Director 
Reports and Estimates 
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S110 asate (director for Jperetions 


SUBJECT: Diatribution of 'S7S Taily Poporte Vo Ths vress 


de urine the wur the fomeguic Pranc) of tra “flea of rar 
Information had responsibility for ths distribution ef covernment 
material to newspapers, commentators, press cesoclotions anc redto 
stations, ‘neluded in this distribution waa the taxt of forelin 
proadeaate sonitored by the PRIS. Tmmedfately fellowin: the cessation 
of hostilities, tris function of “WT wee discontimaeé and PRTS, when 
tt was a part of the Federal Cormunicationa Commigsion, aseumed 
responsibility for distriivting Its Tally fe-orte Lo the representa- 
tives of the preas that hac previously beer servicad by the WT. 


Re Shortly efter the transfer of “NTS to the Intellisence oi vialon 
of the “ar fepartment, the letter ohan-ed the PRTS distribution policy 
go that only official government offices could reegive the revortee 
fits action was taken on srounda of (a) eeonomys (>) security safe -uards 
and {c) to forestall posst>le con -res@ional crit! ectam of free 
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dfatribution of a covernment resort to private parties. Whe pres@ os 
a whole was very critical of thie shance in policy since it hed Seen 
depending on the broadcast Intercepts of PSIG as & taluable newa source 
from various parte of the world. The only reason sive r cor the chance 
in policy wee that it was necessary to effect aconowea snd the quese 
tion was raised by the press as to whether the inal cnicicant gavings 
would oversbalunce the value of maxing available to the people the 
information broadsast to the world by the foreign radio. 


3. On 85 Ootober 1046, The Was!in.ton rout wrote to you requesting 
thet the poliey deciaion of the Sar Depar i Ba raviewed by “°C and, 
if possible, to add it to the mailing Liat for the «Bio Taidy seportae 
After careful consideration of the prea and cons of bbls problem, . ai 
fn favor of makin: these re -orts avallabie to the press Upon request. 
These reports are verbatim texte of foreiun pioadcasts intercepted by 
PRIS and contain no aneiyaia or oveluation of the materiale The 
tranemigsiong are broadeast in the open to anyone with the receiving 
facilities to listen to then, so pose ne real security problem In 
making them available for mr blie consumption, Th+ ada’ tional cost 
of adding the country's leading 2emmpapers to tha 0 ATS matiins List 
fa negligible since it involves merely thse matitna | anc axtra mimeo. raph 
paper for approximately 100 copies, On the pogitive side, 2 believe 
that the @tetribution of this meterial woule be fi line with the 
governmontta ceneral policy of makin: available 69 the aublie all 
noneclassified Information that it cans Addins tae preasa to the 13'S 
wailing ifet, 7 ee sure, would regult in_a very fusoreble reaction 
toward CIG which may be axtremely valua le ‘nh tho rear Sutures 


4. If authorised by you to recommence this service, PAIS would 
mail to a screengd list of former reeiptents a notice that service 
will be renewed upon the reeatpt of formal writien vequeat Crom those 
concernede A review of our records indicates that a maximus of 107 
preas and radio organizetions roceived thia service durin the wer. 
Ye eatimats that about 7§ would properly receive i. mows, While 
eliminates former cuplicationa and now inaative s:enci Be 


Be a ace I recommend that PTS te autharieed by you 
te proceed ag outlined tn paracraph 4. Tf apuroved, boia can be 
ea t 


a 
Blo oyeer vitae. 


undertaken and continued ti rough tte cle inevesse in 


budvet or pocgonmel within the “Nise 


Executive Registry 
Central Records (2) 


Box | RewaFA to 


Stayback LPa Bua ar Oe: 
Agalatent Clrector 


25X11 
Pe yar 
cor Sperations 
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